Roman Civilization

Paper Assignment

Prompt:

Choose three or four topics that both Cicero, in On Obligations, and Marcus Aurelius, in Meditations, discuss. Write a thesis-based essay in which you compare and contrast their views on these topics.
A. Important considerations:

1. Note that you are not being asked to discuss other people’s interpretations of the texts. We want your interpretations only.

2. Note that the views of the authors may be expressed either directly or through stories. When analyzing the stories, always look for the message that is trying to be conveyed. What is the moral or message?

B. Sources:

1. Draw all arguments from the texts. When you make an assertion essential to your case, you must provide textual references as evidence. Quote the text to prove important points, or when it is necessary for your audience to see the words, and provide a citation. To make lesser points, a citation by itself is sufficient.

2. Use only the primary texts as sources—no secondary sources needed (in other words, concentrate on the content of the literature itself, rather than on historical background). No bibliography needed. Do not cite lecture. Do not quote or cite the translators’ introductions. 

3. Explain how you know what the text means. Show your reasoning.

4. No footnotes necessary. Cite primary sources within the text itself.
5. Do not judge the value of the assertions made in the texts. In other words, do not tell us whether you think the authors’ views are right or wrong, good or bad. Just tell us what you think the authors’ views are.

6. Copying anything from the internet or another source and presenting it as your own work is plagiarism and will result in an automatic F.

C. Structure:

1. State your argument concisely and as early as possible in your paper (first paragraph). Your argument (thesis) is simply your conclusion stated up front. Say what you came up with, and then you can show how you got there. 

2. Do not stray from your thesis anywhere in your essay, so your argument is not submerged in meaningless detail.

3. Write in coherent paragraphs. Each one should have a single controlling idea or point to make.

4. Do not discuss one entire book and then another entire book. Organize your paper by topic. 

5. Keep sentences short enough to be manageable.

6. Write about the past in the past tense. Write about literature in the present tense (i.e., “Livy writes…,” “Caesar says...”).

D. Format:
1. Type essays, double-spaced, 12-point.

2. Page requirement: 5 minimum, 6 maximum.

3. Staple the pages together.
4. Have a title, but no title page is needed (or desired). Center your title and put your name underneath it. 

5. Number all pages (except the first).

